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BUSINESS awardS

THE cream of Roch-
dale’s businesses 
celebrated success 

at the 2014 Rochdale Busi-
ness Awards presentation 
evening.

It was hailed as the best 
yet since the event to cel-
ebrate the borough’s busi-
nesses was launched in 
2011.

Skylight Circus Arts gave 
this year’s glittering event, 
at Rochdale Town Hall, a 
big top feel as 30 finalists 
arrived to see if they were 
winners in the ten catego-
ries they were competing 
for. Entertainment by Sky-
light Circus was sponsored 
by Finlay Jude Associates 
and a champagne recep-
tion was sponsored by 
Bamford Contract Serv-
ices.

Rochdale council leader 
Coun Richard Farnell told 
an audience of more than 
350 in the Great Hall that 
Rochdale was ‘on the rise’ 
and congratulated the 
borough’s business lead-
ers on their contribution.

Rochdale Business 
Awards 2014 winners are:

S●● tart-up Business of 
the Year, sponsored by 
Target Fire Protection
ASHwORTH ViEw 
NuRSERY

Nursery manager Mag-
gie Beswick said: “Our 
staff qualifications are to a 
very high standard – and 
we do not pay minimum 
wage as most private nurs-
eries do, as we feel this 
shows our staff they are 
valued.

“The ethos behind the 
nursery is and will always 
be to provide an environ-
ment which keeps the 
children in our care safe, 

stimulated and most 
importantly happy.”

SkiLLS ●● and workforce 
Development Business of 
the Year, sponsored by 
Rochdale Training 
Association
NORTHERN 
EmPLOYmENT 
SERViCES

“It is such an honour to 
be a finalist in the Roch-
dale Business Awards for 
the Skills and Workforce 
Development Employer of 
the Year and we are so 
proud to win this prestig-
ious award,” said Joan 
Pooley, director and co-
owner of the business with 
Stephanie Duckworth. “As 
a company we are totally 
committed to the training 
and development of all 
our people and we believe 
that this commitment is 
one of the reasons for our 
success.”

Young●●  Entrepreneur of 
the Year, sponsored by 
Blue Orchid, supported 
by the ERDF funded 
BSuS Gm programme
mikE
NEwTON

Mike Newton launched 
his fashion business from 
a market stall in Manches-
ter 18 months ago and has 
now established Roch-
dale-based Treat Yourself 
Boutique. He said: “Since 
opening we have had a big 
impact on the local com-
munity.”

Business●●  woman of the 
Year, sponsored by 
molesworth Bright Clegg
JuLiE
BOwmER

Julie heads up five busi-
nesses, the majority of 

which are based in Roch-
dale, with an annual turn-
over of more than £25m. 
She said: “I am glad we 
take the time to award peo-
ple and businesses who 
are successful in our bor-
ough, the positive effect 
on the morale of the town 
is immense, when they 
see that anything is possi-
ble.”

Business●●  man of the 
Year, sponsored by 
Junction 21
mikE
NEwTON

Owner of Treat Yourself 
Boutique Mike Newtoin 
said: “I believe if we con-
tinue to grow as we have 
done in the past few 
months then this will 
increase the demand for 
our services to the point 
where it will be a viable 
option to employ staff to 
help with customer que-
ries, orders and also to 
have a dedicated customer 
service.”

Apprentice●●  Employer 
of the Year, sponsored by 
Hopwood Hall College
PTG HOLROYD 
PRECiSiON

Milnrow-based Holroyd 
HR director Don Whittlke 
said: “As a company, we 
are committed to invest-
ing in the local workforce. 
Perhaps most importantly 
when interviewing for 
each year’s apprentices, 
we look very carefully at 
where future skills gaps 
may exist in our business 
to ensure solid succession 
planning but also to give 
each apprentice a very 
real career opportunity to 
work towards. In fact the 
majority of those awarded 

an apprenticeship with 
Holroyd Precision not 
only stay the course, but 
typically go on to enjoy 
long and successful 
careers.

“It’s fantastic recogni-
tion for everyone involved 
in the scheme.”

High●●  Street Retailer of 
the Year, sponsored by 
middleton Shopping 
Centre / middleton Town 
Centre management
CHANTiLLY

The Cheetham Street, 
Rochdale, based business 
said: ‘We are very proud of 
our extensive range of 
carefully selected brands 
from all over the world 
that are renowned for 
their excellent design, 
quality of manufacture 
and superb fit. Our focus 
has always been on serv-
ice, quality and excep-

tional choice and we are 
here to advise and help 
the customer find what 
they are looking for, 
whether it is beautifully 
designed lingerie, exqui-
site swimwear and beach-
wear or fantastic 
shapewear.”

Business●●  of the Year 
with a turnover of under 
£1m, sponsored by 
Recruitment Solutions 
(Nw) Ltd
BODYPRO PERSONAL 
TRAiNiNG

Business partners Ben 
and Natalie Bate said: “We 
feel this is recognition of 
all the hard work and ded-
ication we have put into 
the Bodypro brand over 
the last 10 years.

“We also feel winning 
the award raises the pro-
file of our business and 
brand and give us recog-

nition within the indus-
try.”

Business●●  of the Year 
with a turnover pof 
between £1m to £5m, 
sponsored by Jackson 
Jackson and Sons Ltd
GJD mANuFACTuRiNG 
LTD

Heywood-based GJD 
managing director Mark 
Tibbenham said: “We feel 
this is recognition of all 
the hard work and dedica-
tion we have put into the 
Bodypro brand over the 
last 10 years. 

“We also feel winning 
the award would raise the 
profile of our business and 
brand and give us recog-
nition within the indus-
try.”

Business●●  of the Year 
with a turnover of over 
£5m, sponsored by 

Natwest
SALT SEPARATiON 
SERViCES LTD

Formed in 1990 the 
business designs and 
manufactures water treat-
ment equipment, and has 
a number of contracts for 
the Royal Navy. Director 
Daniel Shackleton said: 
“The Rochdale Business 
Awards can help our busi-
ness in a number of ways 
- it will help to raise our 
profile locally, nationally 
and internationally which 
in turn can help with 
recruitment and the local 
supply chain with the pos-
itive publicity which the 
event will bring.”

Proceeds from the 
evening will go to Spring-
hill Hospice.

more pictures from ●●
the awards will be 
printed in Saturday’s 
Observer

Skills and Workforce Development Business of the Year winners Northern ●●
Employment services (sponsored by Rochdale training)

Business Woman of the Year Julie Bowmer ●●
with Kitsa Efthymiadis of sponsor Molesworths

Business Man of the Year Mike Newton with ●●
sponsor John Byrne of J21 chauffers

High Street Retailer of the Year winners Chantilly (sponsored by Middleton Shopping ●●
Centre and Middleton Town Centre Management)         PICTURES BY ANDY LAMBERT

Cream of crop shows
town’s rising talent


